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Catalan Language. A few historical notes

Catalan (8th century) is a Romance language named for its origins in the

historical land of Catalonia



It is a medium-sized European Language.

It is spoken in 7 territories belonging to different

states (Spain, France, Andorra and Italy) by 10 million 

people.

It is situated between the 10 and 15 languages of

the world most active on the Internet

Catalan Language in Europe

the world most active on the Internet

It is taught in 162 universities around the world

More than 20 TV channels, 100 radio stations and 30 

newspapers

22 most translated Language in the world



Catalan Language in Europe



1714: Catalan troops were defeated at the Siege of Barcelona by the army of the Bourbon 

king Philip V of Spain on 11 September 

Catalan Language. A few historical notes

2013: The Catalan Way towards Independence on 11 September 

© Ara.cat



Catalan Language. A few historical notes

1936: Intellectuals were forced to the exile

1913: Pompeu Fabra codifies the language

1939-1975: Catalan is banned from public life

http://lacomunidad.elpais.com/cinecine/2009/12/11/que-

saps-d-en-pompeu-fabra-joc-interactiu

http://www.publico.es/culturas/410298/la-guerra-civil-el-musical

http://www.cccb.org/en/exposicio_itinerant-literatures_of_exile-37396



Catalan Language. A few historical notes

Early 80’s: the Catalan government together with Catalan main institutions approved a law to 

promote the use of Catalan Language in all fields of citizens life



TERMCAT is a non profit organisation created by the Government of

Catalonia and the Institute of Catalan Studies, our Language Academy, to

offer Catalan speakers and users terminological resources in scientific,

technical and socioeconomic areas.

TERMCAT



Public and private institutions, universities and research centres, professional associations

and societies, mass media, business companies, bodies, experts and linguistic professionals 

Our targets
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TERMCAT: main activities

TerminologyTerminology consultingconsulting serviceservice



Development of terminological products

TerminologyTerminology standardisationstandardisation

TERMCAT: main activities

TerminologyTerminology consultingconsulting serviceservice



Since 1985, TERMCAT has helped to develop more than 600 products that cover a broad range of 

knowledge fields: from sciences, technology and industry to human and social sciences and sport

Development of terminological products



1. Approving the Catalan forms of new terms

2. Establishing linguistic and methodological criteria for the Catalan terminology

Terminology standardisation

Specialist standardisation meeting Supervisory Council meeting



• living apart together � semiconvivència

• branded content � contingut de marca

Terminology standardisation

• tweet � piulada



Neoloteca: criteria



• How can we translate crossover as an adjective of 

artistic or musical work?

• What is the word for a gesture of moving two fingers or 

more over the surface of a screen separating them 

Terminology consulting service

more over the surface of a screen separating them 

without losing the contact with the surface in order to 

zoom in a picture?

• Shall we write burca with c, k or kh?



Terminology consulting service: Cercaterm



Cercaterm: Personal Attention Service



Cercaterm



Cercaterm: sources



Cercaterm: sources



Interaction with the users



Interaction with the users



2012:

3M page views

Cercaterm

2,300 enquiries answered by Consultation Service

4,600 registered users



cercaterm

standardized

terminology

other

production

The content of Cercaterm

cercaterm
dictionaries: own production

terminology

queries

resolved



Cercaterm: visible sources



Cercaterm: visible sources



Cercaterm: visible sources



Free online multilingual enquiry service

230,000 concepts

925,000 denominations (in different languages)

Cercaterm: Consulting Service

925,000 denominations (in different languages)

Definitions in Catalan

Thematic classification



cercaterm

standardized

terminology

other

production

Cercaterm: data summed up, not merged

D. psychiatry
D. education

D. Immunology

cercaterm
dictionaries: own production

queries resolved

D. archeology

D. industry

D. sports



Cercaterm: data summed up, not merged



Cercaterm: data summed up, not merged



Cercaterm: data summed up, not merged



Cercaterm: notes for semantic precisions



Cercaterm: phraseology



Cercaterm: criteria



• Fill in terminologic gaps

• Update terminology

Technical Committees

The future challenge

• Technological adaptation

• Few resources



www.termcat.cat


